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WATER & HEALTH ADVISORY COUNCIL

COMPLIANCE DEADLINES

EPA ANNOUNCES MAJOR PFAS RULE
CHANGES IN PRESS RELEASE

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued a press release May

14, 2025 regarding the National Primary Drinking Regulation for certain PFAS

announcing it will maintain the previous Administration’s maximum

containment levels at four parts-per-trillion for PFOA and PFAS. The agency

will extend the compliance deadline to                , providing water systems

with two additional years to comply with the new rule. 

EPA is also in the process of developing a federal exemption standard for

specific communities, primarily in rural and smaller regions. Lastly, the

agency is reevaluating the “Hazard Index” to ensure compliance with the

Safe Drinking Water Act. It is unclear whether the agency can uphold these

changes in the rule given legal limitations. 

The agency will extend the compliance deadline from   

                                              , providing water systems with 

However, cities and water systems – particularly those with PFOA or

PFOS concentrations just at or below 4 ppt – are already under pressure

to decide whether they will implement treatment systems in order to

meet the original compliance deadline, diverting funds from necessary

infrastructure and public health protections in drinking water today. 

2029 TO 2031
TWO ADDITIONAL YEARS  to comply with the new rule.

2031

The National Primary Drinking Regulation is 

                                                                         from the Association of Metropolitan

Water Agencies (AMWA) and the American Water Works Association

(AWWA), National Association of Manufacturers (NAM) and the American

Chemistry Council (ACC). The EPA has reiterated that while it pauses the

cases, it will still defend the PFOA/PFOS standards in court. 

CURRENTLY FACING
 ONGOING LEGAL CHALLENGES

PENDING LITIGATION

NEW REAL-WORLD PFAS DATA

Council member Chad Seidel, President of Corona Environmental

Consulting, conducted an analysis of EPA’s most recent PFAS data from

UCMR5, and found that the Hazard Index (HI) does not drive public

health protection as all but

Additionally, Corona Environmental’s analysis indicates that EPA’s

original cost benefit analysis underestimated the impact to small

water systems and overestimated the impact to large water systems,

calling into question the EPA’s underlying analysis. 

5 impacted water utilities  
are implicated by the 4ppt PFOA and PFOS standards.


